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P.O. BOX 751  
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Saskatoon, SK S7K 3L7     ve5aa@qsl.net         
http://www.sarl.ca/ve5aa 

 
Saskatoon Amateur Radio Club 

Meetings are held the 2 nd Tuesday of 
each month September til June. 

 
Our meeting location is Alvin              

Buckwold School 
715 East Drive – West entrance 

 
Meeting is 0130Z (7:30PM local) 

 
VISITORS AND GUESTS ARE 

ALWAYS WELCOME! 
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NEXT ARES          

MEETING 
 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008        
7:00 PM 

 
#9 FIREHALL                          

870 Attridge Dr.                       
 

Talk in 146.640- 
 

http://www.sarl.ca/ares/saskatoon 

NEXT CLUB MEETING 
AGM 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 
7:30 PM 

 
ALVIN BUCKWOLD SCHOOL     

715 East Drive                  
West entrance 

 
BE THERE! 

June 28 – 29 
 

Field Day  
&  

Barbeque  
Western Development  

Museum   
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Saskatoon and Area Frequencies 
June 2008 

 
LOCAL AREA REPEATERS  
 
VE5SK 146.640- Saskatoon SARC 
 
VE5ZH 147.270- 2 MHz offset, 
Saskatoon, Auto Patch 
 
VE5CC 146.970- Sktn. MARS. Linked 
to VE5SKN,VE5DNA and IRLP node 1360. 
Link code 502*/503* 
 
VE5SKN 145.940- Sktn MARS. 100Hz 
tone on xmt only.Linked to VE5CC. 
VE5DNA and IRLP node 1360. Link 
code 500*/501* ARES SAME wx Rcvr. 
 
VA5LLR 145.390- Lizard Lake 
 
VA5SV 145.330- Ridge East of Sktn 
 
VE5RPD 145.190- Elbow/Davidson 
 
IRLP NODE 1360 Hard linked to 
VE5CC UHF Hub (444.975 +5M) & 
available to VE5CC, VE5SKN and 
VE5DNA VHF repeaters when linked. 
 
All the above repeaters are completely 
open. 
 
ATV 
 
VE5ATV 439.250 in 1277.250 out 
Saskatoon 
 
APRS 
 
VE5RHF 144.390 Saskatoon DIGI 
 
VE5BNC-3 144.390 Saskatoon 
IGATE & SATGATE 
 
VE5HAN-4 144.390 Hanley DIGI 
 
VE5YR-4 144.390 Davidson DIGI 
 
VE5YMJ-4 144.390 Eyebrow DIGI 
 
VE5ADR-4 144.390 Avonlea DIGI 

PACKET 
 
VE5BBS 145.010 Saskatoon BBS 
VE5USR-3 145.010 U of S DIGI 
VE5YR-7 145.010 Davidson DIGI 
VE5HAN 145.010 Hanley DIGI 
VE5TH 145.010 Regina BBS 
VE5XXX 145.010 Prince Albert BBS 
VE5MPK-2 145.010 Melfort Node 
VE5MPK 145.010 Melfort BBS 
VE5NEP-3 145.010 Minichinas DIGI 
 
LOCAL AND REGIONAL NETS   
 
Sask WX       80m    1400Z      3735 Khz 
ARES (Sun.) 80m    1430Z      3735 Khz 
Aurora           40m    2330Z      7055 Khz 
                              & 0200Z 
Manitoba       80m    0000Z      3747 Khz 
Montana Tfc 80m    0030Z      3910 Khz 
Sask.             80m   0100Z      3735 Khz 
Alberta          80m    0130Z      3700 Khz 
Local Area      2m    0200Z        146.640- 
B.C.               80m   0200Z       3727 Khz 
Sask.               2m   0300Z         146.970- 
                                   linked net 146.940- 
80m YL Net   80m   0315Z       3755 Khz 
                               Sundays 
Prince Albert   2m   0330Z       147.150+ 
 
(All nets are daily except where noted) 
All qualified Hams are welcome to check 
into any of these nets 
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MINUTES 

SASKATOON AMATEUR RADIO CLUB  
May 13, 2008 

  
The meeting was opened  by president Terry, 
VE5HF, at 7:45 P.M.  He welcomed all including 
Glen, VE5GAM, Zak, VE5ZAK and Pete, 
G1SFS/VE5 now residing in Saskatoon. 
  
On a motion by Nathan VE5NAT, seconded by 
Eric VE5HG the minutes of our last regular 
meeting were approved as circulated in The 
Feedline.  There was no business arising out of 
the minutes. 
  
The Treasurer’s report  was presented by Al 
VE5MDC on behalf of Heather VE5HAP who 
was out of town.  The report was approved on a 
motion by Ken VE5KRB, seconded by Dale 
VE5ZW and has been filed with the minutes. 
  
ARES – Terry VE5HF reminded the members 
that the ARES meetings are now scheduled for 
the first Tuesday of the month, 7:00 P.M. at No. 
9 fire hall.  At the May meeting of ARES, Bob 
Cormier of Environment Canada presented a 
refresher course on CANWARN.  Some 
information was also passed along re the 
earthquake in China and frequencies where 
emergency traffic re this event is being carried.  
Frequencies included 7.050, 7.060 and 14.270 
mhz.  Terry also advised that plans are being 
made to activate the packet station at No. 9 fire 
hall in conjunction with the ARES operation, and 
that there is rumour of an upcoming large scale 
ARES event.   
  
Field Day  – June 28-29 – location at the WDM, 
confirmed.  Field Day T-shirts can be ordered 
through Terry, VE5HF for $12.95.  We will have 
the use of a generator loaned to us by Les, 
VE5LPP.  Leigh, VE5LEE will be managing the 
BBQ.  Jim VE5JIM will provide the second BBQ. 
Mike, VE5MMG will be working to co-ordinate 
the Field Day activities with the help of several 
other club members.   It is also planned to have 
a flea market at the Field Day site  probably 
between 10 am and 2 pm. 
  
Club Events:  

           
         MS Walk – Bruce, VE5BNC reported that the 

event was a great success with 12 hams 
participating to provide communication.   

The project raised more money than any 
previous events for this organization.   

           
            Fox hunt  – on Saturday, May 10th, we had a 

“fox hunt” organized by Gus, VE5SPI.  John, 
VA5RJA, found the “fox” in about 15 minutes.  
Probably that interesting antenna sticking out of 
his sunroof had something to do with his 
success.  About half an hour later, Bruce, 
VE5BNC and Herb, VE5HE located the “fox” in 
it’s den.  Glen, VE5GAM almost found the wiley 
“fox” but couldn’t quite succeed because of his 
time commitments.  A real fun event!  Let’s have 
another before long! 
  
Little Bear  – the “Little Bear weekend” will take 
place during the August long weekend.  Anyone 
wishing information on this event can contact 
Ken Bindle at VE5KRB@RAC.CA or 
VE5KRB@sasktel.net.  Some room at the cabin 
so bring a sleeping bag and air mattress if you 
like, otherwise people can stay at the 
campgrounds. 
  
Saskatoon Marathon  – Gus, VE5SPI reported 
that he, Terry, VE5HF and Jim, VE5JIM had met 
with marathon organizers and the number of 
participants has reached 1900.  We will require 
as many volunteers from the ham community as 
we can muster for this event which is to be held 
on Sunday, May 25th.  Some operators will have 
to be in place before 7:00AM.   
  
Other business:  
  
Florida Move:  Terry, VE5HF, our president, 
advised that at the end of May, he was 
relocating to  Florida.  The members agreed to 
consider filling the vacancy later in the year.  
Terry was given a hand of applause for his work 
with the club. 
  
The Feedline:   Les, VE5LPP, our Feedline 
editor will be away on a family matter and items 
for the Feedline are to be directed to Al, 
VE5MDC at VE5MDC@RAC.ca who will take 
care of the Feedline this month.   
  
Terry, VE5HF and Bruce, VE5BNC have done 
some work on the school antenna used for 
space communication by the Space Club.  John, 
VA5RJA and Bruce, VE5BNC will work to 
complete the work when possible.   
  
Dave Glass Award :  Ken, VE5KRB urged hams 
to get nominations in for this award as soon as 



possible.  Nominations should have as much 
information on the nominee as is available. 
  
HF Antenna Question:  Dale Boissonneault, 
VE5ZW, advised that he was commuting to his 
work at Muskoday First Nation and asked about 
information re making a CRV ready for the use 
of an HF rig.  Prairie Mobile and Hub City Radio 
were amoung the recommendations, including 
the suggestion that the vehicle needs good 
grounding and the power lines should be fused 
on both sides of the line. 
  
Condo HF Station:  Don, VE5LQ is interested in 
getting on the air with HF at his condo.  Bob, 
VA5BRT has a mobile antenna that he has 
offered to try out to see how it works for him. 
  
Instructional CD  – Ken, VE5KRB reported no 
response to our inquiry of RAC re support for 
this project.  If we are to carry on with this 
project to produce an instructional ham radio 
DVD for younger potential hams, we would need 
to generate sufficient funds for the project and 
he invited ideas from the membership.  He 
suggested a possible ice cream cone sale at 
various locations in the city and will be making 
inquiries re such a project.  Ken can be 
contacted at VE5KRB@RAC.CA or 
VE5KRB@sasktel.net. Terry will follow up with 
VE5BJ at RAC and Ken will touch base with Val 
from Moosejaw.  If anyone has any suggestions 
for fundraising please contact Ken. 
  
The 50/50 draw was won by Herb, VE5HE.   
  
Nat, VE5NAT moved adjournment of the 
meeting. 
  
After coffee, Bruce, VE5BNC, Bob, VE5RGM 
and Gus, VE5SPI gave us a most interesting 
presentation on a project to send a helium filled 
balloon several kilometres up into the 
stratosphere, with a payload of cameras, APRS 
and radio transmition equipment.  The launch is 
planned for May 17th in the Elbow area at the 
home of Ned, VE5NED.  Information is being put 
on our club website and we will all eagerly await 
a story for the next Feedline. 
  
Herb Essenburg, VE5HE – Secretary 
 
 
 
 

Saskatchewan Marathon 2008 
 

The turn out for the marathon was just great! We 
had 22 ham operators who participated and 
braved the wet windy conditions, to say nothing 
of the cold temperatures.  The Race Committee 
executive offered their thanks to everyone and 
they felt we did an excellent job.  Being out in 
the weather standing around for over six hours 
can be very trying and Jim and I would like to 
extend our thanks for all the hard work and time 
sacrifices that everyone made.  There were in 
excess of 2200 runners this year.  Our own 
VE5CUL Brian was a participant in the half 
marathon and some of us were able to cheer 
him on as he crossed the finish.  This year we 
had APRS back on the race course with three 
bicycles wired and reporting their positions.  This 
helped greatly in keeping down the traffic on our 
radios.   
Bruce, VE5BNC and Leigh, VE5LEE rode their 
bikes and provided the equipment for the APRS 
facet of the race.  Bruce rode over 68 Km in the 
course of his participation in the race.  We also 
added another touch which was viewed as a 
success by the MC and her aids and that was 
packet radio. This did away with a lot of the 
traffic normally tying up the channel and far 
fewer inquiries were needed from the rest of the 
hams working the course.  The packet stations 
were manned by Peter VE5JZ and Bob 
VE5RGM who communicated bib lists for well 
over 1200 runners.  VE5BRT Bob acted as net 
control and was kept quite busy. 
All operators did a great job and impressed the 
people with their abilities and professionalism.  
Thanks again to everyone!  If anyone has any 
suggestions for improving our performance at 
this event please contact Jim or myself as we 
are scheduled to attend a meeting in June for a 
debriefing on the event.  In spite of the cold 
windy weather a great BBQ was served up with 
Jim and Leigh doing the preparation and 
cooking.  I’m sure everyone had lots to eat.   
The ham radio operators who participated were: 
VE5JIM Jim, VE5LEE Leigh, VE5BNC Bruce, 
VE5GAM Glen, VE5NAT Nathan,VE5RMG Bob, 
Ve5CMG Colleen, VE5QV Chris, VA5RJA John, 
VE5RH Richard, VE5RGM Bob, VE5MIK Mike, 
VE5SU Len, VE5MMG Mike, VE5JDP Derek, 
VE5HAP Heather, VE5JZ Peter, VE5SMC Sean, 
VE5HF Terry, VE5BRT Bob, VE5MDC Al. 
 
Thanks again everyone for a job well done. 

Gus, VE5SPI 



Annie - a Marathoner with Attitude  
(Saskatchewan Marathon 2008)  

 

One of the marathoners who left a lasting 
impression with us working the Marathon was 
Annie. She came all the way from Lloydminster, 
Alberta to run the half marathon here in 
Saskatoon – total distance of 21 kilometres (12 
miles). 
 
The organizers told us that Annie was the oldest 
marathon runner at the competition. I asked 
Annie what kept her young and in shape. She 
said the usual - no smoking, no drinking, eat 
properly and get lots of exercise. There’s the 
formula to run marathons at 88 years young. 
Some items she forgot to mention in her list, but 
were evident in her persona, were having a 
great positive attitude mixed with lots of 
determination and effort. Annie completed the 
race to the finish line and was looking forward to 
an evening in the hot tub to soothe all those 
aching muscles. Congratulations Annie for a 
race well run.  
 
For us HAMS, coming up in June is the 24 hour 
Field Day event for North America. Are you 
prepared to take up the challenge and run the 
race?  
 

  Al            .   
VE5MDC 

 

 

SABRE-1 - The Flight to Dog River  

 

-  Top of the World View from SABRE 1  -  

The weather on May 17 was just about as good 
as you could ask for.  It was partly cloudy and 
the wind was very low.  We know the sun was 
out because we saw it rise at 5:15 AM as we 
prepared to hit the highway to our launch site.  
Fortunately nobody else was on the road 
because I don't think any of us were completely 
awake yet.  

We arrived at VE5NED's yard shortly after 7:00 
and began to set up.  Despite this being our first 
flight, things went pretty smoothly.  We had the 
balloon tethered and partially inflated by 8:00 
AM.  Since we were ahead of schedule, we 
decided to break to enjoy a coffee and some of 
the wonderful baking and fruit that Hazel had 
prepared.  Once we were fed and watered, we 
returned to our task. 

As 8:30 approached we had the balloon almost 
completely inflated.  To this point I powered up 
the APRS tracker and confirmed that it had a 
good GPS fix.  Next I powered up the ATV 
transmitter and VE5RGM confirmed reception of 
a fine picture.  About this time the wind started 
to pick up.  Although we were scheduled for a 
9:00 AM liftoff, we decided to go at 8:55 instead.  
Gus phoned Nav Canada to update them on our 
schedule change. 

  

 



 

-  Liftoff of SABRE-1  - 

At 8:40 I powered up the cameras.  The 
cameras are timed to start the video 15 minutes 
after power up.  I closed the payload lid and 
secured the lifting straps.  Now we had to wait 
for our 15 minute time delay to elapse.  As we 
reached 8:55 we began to let the balloon out on 
its tether line.  Once it was aloft and the payload 
was off the ground we released the tether line 
and the balloon and our payload rose gracefully 
into the sun. 

 By now you may have noticed that we didn't 
check the tracker after the initial check.  Mere 
seconds after liftoff, I looked at my radio and 
saw a solid carrier with absolutely no audio.  At 
first we thought that it was a local radio but it 
wasn't long before we confirmed that it was the 
APRS transmitter in our payload.  I just can't 
describe the feeling that I had, knowing that our 
payload was floating away and we might never 
see it again. 

 

-  Arial View Southern Saskatchewan  - 

After a few minutes of panic, VE5SPI and his 
wife jumped in their vehicle and VE5LEE and I 
jumped in ours.  We set out for two highways 
that parallel our projected flight path.  I was 
attempting to establish a bearing on the 439.25 
MHz video carrier while Gus was tracking a 222 
MHz beacon.  We had no idea about the altitude 
or speed it was travelling.  VE5RGM was still 
able to receive the ATV signal and gave us 
updates on what he saw and the bearing from 
the launch site.  About an hour into the chase, 
Bob told us that he thought he had seen the 
chaos that accompanies the balloon burst.  After 
about 90 minutes, Leigh and I stopped at 
Eyebrow.  We were able to establish a fairly 
accurate bearing on the ATV signal and the 
signal seemed very strong.  A few seconds later 
it was completely gone.  At about the same time 
Gus established another bearing on his beacon.  
He also lost it moments later. 

 We spent the rest of the afternoon driving the 
back roads between Davidson and the Trans 
Canada Highway.  We found a few faint signals, 
but they all turned out to the false signals.  Late 
in the afternoon we met up with VE5BBB.  He 
had heard us on the Eyebrow repeater and 
offered to help.  We met on the top of the tower 
hill south east of Mortlach.  It has an incredible 
view in all directions and is quite possibly the 
windiest spot I have ever been.  Despite our 
vantage point, we still heard nothing.  As 
evening was approaching, were all tired and 
hungry, and we needed fuel anyway, we 
decided to call off the search.  To cap the search 
off, we stopped at the ice cream shop in Elbow.  
It was well worth the side trip. 



 On Sunday Gus and his son took another trip 
south to try another search.  By this time the 
only thing that would still be operating would be 
the micro beacon.  The search was once again 
fruitless.  On Monday morning, as I took my first 
sip of coffee, the phone rang.  When I answered 
I heard a crackly voice on a cell phone say "....... 
found .... package .......CLICK"  They were gone!  
I minute or two later the phone rang again.  This 
time it was call was clear and the caller said they 
had found the payload in a ditch beside a grid 
road.  I asked where, and he said just north of 
Glasnevin.  As I soon learned, Glasnevin is 
about 45 km south of Avonlea.  This put our 
landing point 200 km from our launch.  It was no 
wonder that we were unable to find it in our 
search.  Leigh and I drive down and met Tom in 
the field where he was working.  There in the 
cab of his 4 wheel drive tractor sat our little 
orange payload.  We chatted with him for a few 
minutes and snapped a couple of pictures.  With 
the payload safely stowed in the back seat, we 
headed back to Saskatoon. 

 

 Happy Moments  Payload Recovery Complete – 

Bruce (VE5BNC) & Tom 

 

 

- Balloon Payload Track - 

As we approached Saskatoon both Gus and 
Bob came on the repeater to get the latest 
update.  They both came to the house and we 
all opened the payload together.  We watched 
together as I popped the memory cards in the 
laptop.  We were astonished at the pictures that 
we had taken.  After investigating the modules, 
we are fairly certain that the failure was due to a 
short circuit in one of the cables in the APRS 
tracker.  Steps have been taken to prevent this 
from happening again. 

 

Bob - VE5RGM   Bruce - VE5BNC  Gus - VE5SPI 

SABRE-1 Engineering Team  

For more photos see SARC’s Website: 
http://sarl.ca/ve5aa/  

73, Bruce VE5BNC
  


